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THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


duty for a month. Surely the mother who can do this, must be a p erson 
who has singularly little to do. During the said month, what is to become 
of her ordinary duties to her husband and her other children ? Perhaps 
she is in the habit, too, of practising, or reading, or teaching, or painting 
an hour or two daily She has, we may suppose, social calls on her time ; 
she is on certain philanthropic committees it may be, but now everythin^ 
must go to the winds— except Kitty, and teaching her to be tidy ! 

Could any suggestion be more unpractical to the ordinary mother ? It j s 
as some of us know, one of a mother’s chief difficulties, that she cannot 
dare not devote her energies exclusively for any length of time to any one' 
part of her little kingdom ; such absorption would only mean neglect and 
confusion elsewhere. She must hold many threads in hand ; she must find 
room in her heart for many and various interests. Each day it is not one 
absorbing duty, but a multiplicity of claims that await her, not one of 
which, perhaps, she may disallow. 

Lest I should be accused of exaggeration, let me quote the illustration 
given in the note I have referred to. “ If Kitty had the measles her 
mother would give herself up to nursing ; she will look upon this as a 
moral measles, and devote herself to Kitty’s cure.” 

‘‘No ma’am, missis is not seeing any one till the end of this month- 
she’s teaching Miss Kitty to keep her drawers in order,” would perhaps 
hardly be considered a satisfactory reply by any, except a P.N.E.U. caller. 

Spasmodic efforts of this sort seem to me unnatural, nor can I believe in 
such a “ royal road ” to tidiness, or any other virtue. 

We talk and think so much, in these days, of training and moulding our 
C J n r^ We are P erha PS in danger of forgetting another aspect of the 
r. laracter, after all, has to grow, and no parent can bestow growth. 

suitpH t ma ' nta * n ' n the home the atmosphere, the conditions best 

Drocess 16 CV f °P ment we w ' 5 h to see ; but if we attempt to hasten the 
the solid h ^ r °' U \ y ^artificial forcing, we shall certainly sacrifice either 
rwe at 1 °i ? e healthy baIance of character. Amy M. Smith. 

(а) That nn^ H ? iece ve ^ rs - Smith’s letter. Does she not assume 

( б ) That the tut v- intelIectual habit is so important as ‘ Measles.’ 

orderh do.nts I' P P ° Ssibl y be P^t and occupied in 

ttt'andS Th en t H ' m ° ther " empl0yed d «ring this month of treat- 
and all engrossing w hp S mattCr ° f train ing habits would be continual 

or two bad habits which should h* 1 ^ SP ° iled ty JUSt °” e 

The cure of h=A ', h , d ave been cured in childhood, 
than is necessarilv • t ltS sbou ] d be done elfectually, in far less time 
plaints. Mothers ant 6 ” ta nurs * n £ most children through childish corn- 
mind to some new thirt^t i' V f fy c ^ ever * n devoting the energies of their 
We w“S 1 llC tHey kCep the accustomed things going. 

the method of this growth’ thT^ that character has to grow. It is 
necessarily like WnrH , , lat ls ln Question. Character does not 
There am ^ m ° Ve a,to ^ th er if it move at all ! 

health, both to be maL* S ^ eaeral Physical health and general moral 
some conditions. The'* 1 ,' n a £°°d atmosphere and under whole- 
moral ailments, both o/lwt & S ° SUCh thin gs as physical ailments and 
’ h ° f Wh,ch re quire direct treatment.-Eo.] 
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Chairman of Committee: Dr. A. T. Schofield. Vice-Chairman : 
Algernon C. P. Coote, Esq., M.A. Hon . Org . Sec. : Henry Perrin, Esq. 
Secretary : Miss Paterson. Pamphlets giving full particulars of the work 

of the Union, and the Parents' Review (6 d. monthly), the organ of the 
Society, may be obtained from the Secretary, 28, Victoria Street, S.W., 
to whom all subscriptions and communications should be sent. 

Central (Belgravia) Branch. — The first Lecture of the session 
was given by Miss Taylor, on Nov. 8th, at 33, Cavendish Square (by the 
kindness of Mrs. Symes Thompson), Subject, ‘‘The Ethics of Beauty.” 
Rev. J H. Ellison in the chair. 

On Dec. 4th, a Lecture will be delivered by Miss Shackleton, on “The 
Study of Natural History as a means to moral and mental development.” 

A course of Lectures has been arranged to be given (by the kindness of 
Mrs. Cockburn) at 39, Elvaston Place, S.W., by Miss Cochrane, of the 
Ottawa Normal Kindergarten College, on “ Kindergarten Methods. 3 - 3 °- 
Wednesday, Nov. 7, “The Art or Science of Nursery Story-telling.” 
Nov. 14, “How Greta learns Arithmetic” Nov. 21, Encourage Home 
Industry.” Nov. 28, “The Foundations of Poetry.” Fee for the course, 5/- 

Four Lectures, for nurses only. “ On the Care of Older Children, will be 
given by Miss H. Webb, M.B., at 1, Knaresbourgh Place, Cromwell Road, 
S.W., by the kindness of Mrs. Schloss, at 8 p.m. On Thursdays, 
Nov 22nd and 29th, and Mondays, Dec. 3rd and ioth.^ tee for the 
course, 5/-. Subjects, Nov. 22nd, “Food and Growth.”^ Nov. 29th, 
“ Dress and Exercise.’* Dec. 3rd, “ Formation of Habit Dec. 10th, 

“ Some difficult questions.” Tickets to be obtained from Miss Paterson, 
28, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Hampstead Branch.— Hon. Sec . : Mrs. C. Herbert-Smith, The 

Retreat, North End, Hampstead. The opening Meeting of the session 
was held on Oct. 17th, at The Hall, Crossfield Road (by the kindness o 
the Misses Allen-Olney). There was a good attendance. Prot. bully 
delivered a very interesting address on “Some Gaps in our now t ge 
of Children’s minds.” Dr. Abbott (chairman), Rev. A. K Cherrill, and 
Mr. H. Perrin took part in the discussion that followed. Meetings a 

announced for Nov. 21st and Dec. 12th. 

Arrangements are being made to hold a second course of lessons 
in “ Brush Drawing,” by Mr. E. Cooke, commencing after Christmas. 
Particulars of the Hon. Local Sec. 

Clapham.— Miss Bloxam, 29, Northside, Clapham Common, is making 
arrangements to start a branch in this neighbourhood, and will be glad to 
receive the names of any who are likely to be interested. 
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Streatham branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Strode, Bankside. Leigham- 
court Road, S.W. 

Woodford and Wanstead Branch.— Hon. Sec . ; Mrs. Spedding 
Curwen, Bywell, South Woodford. The class for Brushwork has been 
resumed under Mr. E. Cooke. 

A meeting was announced for November 9th, and in December, Dr. 
Albert Wilson will speak on 44 The Mental Culture of Child-Life." 

[n January, 1895, two Lectures will be given by Mr. C. Carus-Wilson, 
on 14 Popular Geology," especially intended to interest young people during 
their holidays. 

Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch .—Hon. Sec. : Mrs. E. Franklin, 
9, Pembridge Gardens, W. 

Miss Agnes Mason has by request consented to give a course of eight 
lectures, in Kensington, before Christmas, on “How to give religious 
instruction to children." The classes will be held at No. 3, Argyle road, 
by kind permission of Miss I’Anson, and will be limited in number. 
Particulars may be had on application to Mrs. Whitaker Thompson, 24, 
Argyle road. Fee for the course one guinea. 

A class for children, from six to twelve, is being held at the Natural 
History Museum, by one of the Students of the House of Education, 
on Wednesdays, 2.45 to 3.45. 

Nov. 19th, a paper will be read by Miss Burstall (of North London 
Collegiate School) on the “Co-Education of boys and girls,” at 9, Pem- 
bridge Gardens. 

Ihe chair will be taken at 8.30 by Dr. Schofield. To be followed by 
discussion. 


Dec. 1 8th, a paper will be read by Miss Wells on “ The early training 
of children,” at 4.30 o’clock. 

Jan. 30th, a paper will be read by Miss Mason on the “P.N.E.U. 
principles and work, ’ at 8.30 at 141, Westbourne Terrace (by kind 
permission of Mrs. Schofield.) 

L eb ' Mr ®- Steinthal will give a demonstration of Clay Modelling. 

March Miss Helen Webb, M.B., will read a paper on “ The Hygiene 
ee ev\or , at 23, Oxford Square, by kind permission of Mrs. 


inetol lowing courses have been arranged 

•sIiHac L ectures, illustrated by numerous magic lantern 
om ,’n y a eStlakC AndreWS ’ R - A ” F - R- Hist. Society, to children 
Tuesdav^Vv S ’ ° n J an - 4 th 1 Tuesday, Jan. 8th ; Eriday, nth ; 

Tickets^/!inL]r e 4 ach Pr0bab,y * Paddin « ton Baths > Q ueen ’ s R ° ad ' 

Subjects : — 

by one of th#» ArCt ' C an ^ Antarctic Voyages ; illustrated by slides lent 
oy one of the artists of the expedition. 

“ How our a Canterbur y Pilgrims, with pictures from manuscripts, 

H«w o Ur ancestors lived and thought in Chaucer’s times.” 

ec ure 3. Ihe opening of Africa, and how we filled up a blank map. 
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Lecture 4. Old English games, growth of games of ball, origin of 
modern games. 

A course of lectuies to mothers will be held at 9, Pembridge Gardens, 
by Miss Helen Webb, M.B., commencing at the end of January, on 
“The Physiological Psychology,” or “Where mind and body meet,” 
treating of such subjects as memory, attention, habit, etc. 

Fee for the course of 10 lectures, 25s. 

Both these courses are open to all members of the Union. 

Further particulars can be obtained from the Hon. Sec. 

CROUCH End.— Hon Sec. (pro tern.) : Dr. G. Handcock, 2, Christ- 
church Road. 

Reading Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mr. William Salmon, 5 6 ; London 
Street. The annual meeting of this branch was postponed to Nov. ioth, 
when the accounts and report for the past year were to be presented. 

The Hon. Local Secretary gives notice that the pamphlet entitled 
41 Suggestions on the Management of Young Children,” by the Rev. R. H- 
and Mrs. Hart-Davis and Dr. Hastings Gilford (reprinted from the P. R.)# 
may be obtained from him at id. each or 5 /- per hundred, postage extra. 
A few copies of Mrs. Hart-Davis* paper “ Family Life,” are still on sale at 
the same rates. 

Southdown Branch :— 

Brighton Centre. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. William Borrer, Pakyns Manor, 
Hurstpierpoint. 

Eastbourne Centre. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. G. F. Butt, Ingleside, Selwyn 
Road. 

At the Oct. meeting of this branch a very valuable address was given by 
E. Downes, Esq., M.D., on the subject of Inherited Tendencies. The 
chief points touched upon were : the undoubted transmission of family 
characters, pathological as well as physiological ; the importance of its 
general recognition ; and the beneficial as well as the malefic working 
of natural laws. The Vicar of Eastbourne presided. 

A Drawing Room Meeting will be held at the house of the Hon. Sec. 
early in Dec., when an address will be given by Miss Wedgwood. 

On Jan. i6than address will be given by the Hon. and Rev. E. Lyttelton, 
Head Master of Haileybury. 

Hastings and St. Leonard' s Centre. — Hon Sec. : Mrs. Edward 

Venables, S. Bernard’s Lodge, St. Leonard’s. 

Nov. 1 2th.- -Address by Miss Amy F. Twisleton (Nursing Sister at the 
Bexhill Metropolitan Convalescent Home) — 44 Hints on Nursing, and 
the Physical Development of Children.’ 

Nov. 26th.— Discussion meeting on 44 Teaching children the manage- 
ment and responsibility of money.” Short paper by Mrs. Basil 
Woodd. 

Jan. 17th. The Hon. and Rev. Edward Lyttelton, Head Master 

of Haileybury College, on 44 The true meaning of Education.” 

Sheffield Branch. — Hon. Secs. : Mrs. Newton Coombe, Brocco 

Bank, Sheffield, and Miss Walmsley, The High School.— October. An 
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read by Mrs. Manning on “ The p rofita T, 

snrffisu- af,er " ,hich a discussion p,ace ° n severai (..Hi 

raised in the paper. 



Rooper, M.A. 

LEEDS BRANCH. — Hon. Sec. • Mrs John Barran, Weetwood, Leeds - 
Mrs Spencer-Curwen gave a lecture in the Lecture Room of the Ladies’ 
Council of Education, on October 23rd, on “ Educational Methods as 
applied to Pianoforte Teaching.” There was a large attendance, and i n 
addition to our own members many teachers whom Mrs. Curwen parti- 
cularly wished to reach. After the lecture proper was over, Mrs. Curwen 
gave a “specimen lesson” to beginners on her System, which was 
extremely interesting and much appreciated, as it made the system much 
clearer and better understood. 

The next lecture is on Nov. 20th, when Miss Powell, principal of the 
Girls’ High School, Leeds, will give an address on “ The School in 
relation to the Home.” 


Cardiff Branch. — Hon. Sec. : Mrs. Greener, 1, Clare Street, 

Riverside.— There was a good attendance at the meeting held in October, 
when Dr. Sheen read a paper on “The Feeding and Rearing of Young 
Children.” On November 20th, a lecture is announced by Dr. Milward, 
entitled “Some Thoughts on Education,” and in December a paper will 
be read by Miss Collin, Headmistress of the Intermediate School 


Scarborough Branch.— Hon. Sec. : Mrs. G. Rowntree, 14, Valley 
Bridge. On Oct. 20th, Mrs. J. S. Curwen gave a most interesting lecture 
on Pianoforte teaching. I here was an audience of over 200 present, and 
much interest was shown. 

lhe Committee have decided to hold five Drawing-room Meetings during 
the winter months, between the larger lectures. At these meetings will be 
read papers, which have already appeared and which will make good 
subjects for discussion. The first of these meetings is fixed for Nov. 14th. 
Mrs. Godfrey will read two papers by Mrs. J. S. Curwen, on “ Pianoforte 
an Sol fa teaching. It is thought that this arrangement will bring many 
in touch with what has been so well said in the P.R., and which so few 
iave seen except those who have regularly taken the Parents' Review. 
° 7 e °. *■ C su ^ , j ec * ;s °*" the December meetings will be — “ Home life and 

7 pl Mrs> H art-Davis; “Sloyd,” Mr. C. Russell; 

Pond life,” Miss Simpson ; “ Brush work,” &c. 

g 0 d ti? K1 ^ ranch ’ Hon. Sec.: Mrs. James Dixon, 8, Preston 

2trd ’ me f, t l ng Wil1 be held at Lad y Wheler’s, on Friday, Nov. 

“ Home Influence 5 .” dellVered b X Mrs - Alfred Booth, of Liverpool, on 

Broughty Fer'ry^B-AnT't' * * 8 * * 11 ' ^ on • Sec.: Mrs. Don, The Lodge, 
M. Mason gave an ! g was held on October 19th, when Miss C 
k interesting address on “ The Home Education of 
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Children. ’ Mr. Cunningham took the chair. The members enrolled 
number 20 at present. Arrangements are being made for some lectures, 
probably on Brush Drawing and Botany. 

Dunfermline Branch. Hon . Sec. (pro tern.): Henry Beveridge, 
Esq., Pitreavie, Dunfermline, N.B. — A meeting was held in October, at 
which Miss C. M. Mason delivered an address, after which a branch was 
formed, with a committee, consisting of Mrs. E. Beveridge, Mrs. G. 
Mathewson, Mrs. W. Robertson and Mr. J. Ross, with power to add 
to their number. 

Edinburgh. — Hon . Sec . (pro tern.): Mrs. Whyte. On Oct. 26, Miss 
C. M. Mason addressed a drawing room meeting in Edinburgh, and 
a branch is being formed in connection with St. George’s Free Church. 

Clapham and Wandsworth Branch.— A Drawing-room Meeting, 
to inaugurate the above, will be held on Tuesday, December 4th, at 3.45 
p.m., at Elm House, 29, Northside, Clapham Common, by kind invitation 
of Miss Penfold Dr. Schofield has kindly promised to address the 
meeting The Rev. C. P. Greene, Rector of Clapham, will take the chair; 
and the names of proposed members of the Committee will be submitted 
to the meeting. Intending members of the Society are warmly invited to 
bring fiiends. All enquiries as to the details of the above branch will be 
gladly answered by Miss E. E. Bloxam, 29, Northside, Clapham Common, 
S.W 


Hon . Local Secs . are requested to send to the undersigned , without 
delay , reports of all 7 natters of interest connected with their branches f 
written on one side of the paper only , also 30 copies of any prospectuses 

or other papers they may print . 

Henry Perrin, Hon. Org. Sec., 

8 , Carlton Hill, 

London, N.W. 


Scotland. — Oct. 17th to 30th. — Miss Mason spent the latter part of 
October in Scotland, partly to consult with the Committee of the Onward 
and Upward Association as to the steps for affiliation with the 
Parents' National Educational Union , and partly to introduce the 
latter Society into Scotland. The Committee of the O. and U. Ass. 
met at Aberdeen at the house of Mrs. Mackenzie Davidson, and it was 
settled that a scheme for affiliation should be submitted later to the 
Executive Committees of the two Societies. 

The P.N.E.U. met with a singularly kindly and appreciative welcome. 
Meetings were held, by the kindness of friends, at Aberdeen, Perth, Broughty 
Ferry, Stirling, Dunfermline, Edinburgh and Glasgow. In each place 
we have the nucleus and promise of a Branch. In some places, officers 
were chosen, and scheme of work discussed. In others, only the names 
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TT^Tmemberswere received But everywhere there was thorough, y 
° mvp interest, and the promise of good work. y 

aP Se C Ed nburgh Branch, formed at the desire of Mrs Whyte, is intended 
^ esnecially for parents belonging to Dr. Whyte s very large and 
^fluent aTcongregation. There is a desire for one or two other (open 
Branches in Edinburgh, and Miss Mason has promised a second visit 

The' " o mm h t e e" h a v'e to thank Mrs. Gordon (a member of the Council) 
and Mrs. Hugh Barbour for their kind exertions in arranging for these 

following letter is another gratifying proof of the interest felt i n 
the P.N.E.U. Such recognition by a great continental University i s 
not without its value 

Paris. 

Mademoiselle,— Soyez assez bonne pour m’excuser de m’adresser a vous 
directement, quand je n’ai pas l’honneur d’etre connu de vous. 

Au corns d’un voyage que j’ai fait cet ete en Angleterre, comme je m’enquerais de 
l’education familiale en ce pays, plusieurs personnes m’ont signale lexistence d’une 
association tres digne d’attention, “The Parents’ National Educational Union,” en 
ajoutant que vous etiez tout particulierement a meme de donner toutes les informations 
desirables a ce sujet. Aujourd’hui encore, je re9ois une lettre d’un professeur anglais 
qui insiste sur l’importance de ce mouvement et ajoute que vous etes la personne la 
plus capable de me communiquer les documents propres a me le faire connaitre, 
Comme je prepare en ce moment le cours public que je dois faire cet hiver a la 
Sorbonne sur l’education en Angleterre, je me reprocherais d’aborder ce grand sujet 
sans etre en possession de toutes les donn 6 es essentielles. C’est pourquoi, mademoi- 
selle, j’ose vous prier de vouloir bien me renseigner sur le point en question (et meme 
subsidiairement, sur tout autre que vous paraitrait particulierement digne d’etre mis 
en lumiere), si vous le pouvez du moins sans trop de peine et sans consacrer a un 
etranger inconnu un temps precieux qui vous ne lui devez pas. 

II s’agit au moins. je peux vous l’assurer, d’une sincere admirateur de votie 
beau pays. 

Veuillez agreer, mademoiselle, l’hommage de mon profond respect. 

Henri Marion, 

22, Rue de Grenelle, Paris. Professeur a la Sorbonne . 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 


OUR CHILDREN AS OBSERVERS OF NATURE. 

By G. R. Wynne, d.d. 

A method of training children, both in observing and 
recording natural phenomena, suggested itself to me a 
good many years ago. 

The Royal Meteorological Society has organized, as one 
branch of its work, a system of observation of the dates of 
first flowering and leafing of certain plants, and of the arrival 
and departure of Summer migrants ; of the beginning of the 
song of a number of birds, and of the first appearance of 
certain insects. 

These are reported on and classified by an officer of the 
society, and important conclusions as to the relative climates 
of different places, years and decades will be deduced 
therefrom. 

A good many years since such observations were begun 
at the Meteorological Station near which I live, and I engaged 
my children as assistant observers, not only of the above, but 
of the direction of the wind, the form and amount of cloud, 
the amount of rain, etc. The result has been to train a little 
band of accurate observers, habituated to recoid their obsti 
vations in a concise form. The original impetus was given 
to the plan by the offer of a trifling gift to the child who first 
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